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What’s the point of school? 





Uniqueness of 

individuals

Learning, not work

Curiosity 

Learning to be

Learning to live together 

Curriculum is never ‘done’

Learning to ‘do’  -

collaborating, shaping and 

participating in their world



Individuals

with: 

> self respect

> a sense of physical, mental and 

emotional wellbeing

> secure values and beliefs

and able to:

> relate to others and manage themselves

> pursue a healthy and active lifestyle

> be self aware

> develop and communicate their own 

beliefs and view of the world

> live as independently as they can

> assess risk and take informed decisions

> achieve success in different areas 

of activity



Contributors

with: 

> an enterprising attitude

> resilience

> self-reliance 

and able to:

> communicate in different ways 

and in different settings

> make informed choices and decisions

> work in partnership and in teams

> take the initiative and lead

> apply critical thinking in new contexts

> create and develop

> solve problems



Citizens

with: 

> respect for others

> commitment to participate responsibly

in political, economic, social and 

cultural life

and able to:

> develop knowledge and understanding 

of the world and Scotland’s place in it

> understand different beliefs 

and cultures

> make informed choices and decisions

> evaluate environmental, scientific and 

technological issues

> develop informed, ethical views of 

complex issues



Learners

with: 
> enthusiasm and motivation for learning
> determination to reach high standards 
of achievement
> openness to new thinking and ideas 

and able to:
> use literacy, communication and 
numeracy skills
> use technology for learning
> think creatively and independently
> learn independently and as part 
of a group
> make reasoned evaluations
> link and apply different kinds of 
learning in new situations





• Solve problems and discuss learning

• Apply thinking skills

• Teach someone else a concept

• Explain how a solution was reached

• Self awareness

• Assessing risk and taking informed 

decisions 

• Apply skills in different contexts



• Communicate solutions

• Work independently 

• Work as part of a team to reach 

solutions

• Offer your own opinions

• Demonstrate critical thinking

• Apply skills to 

design/create/improve etc.



• Critical thinking

• Ask questions

• Make informed decisions

• Interpret information

• Draw conclusions and develop own views

• Understand different views, beliefs and cultures

• Can see relevance in learning

• Evaluate complex issues (e.g. environmental) 

• Participate in school and community



• Demonstrate new skills

• Persistence and effort

• Positive attitude to challenge

• Demonstrate creativity

• Work independently

• Practise new learning

• Use Literacy and Maths/Numeracy 

skills/knowledge/understanding in a 

real life context 





Think Big, Act Small







“We will need a more profound knowledge of our relationship with our planet”

“”We will need them [learners] to thrive, adapt, learn, create and coexist as global 

citizens”

“We will need to learn how to learn, so that future generations will be adaptable 

enough to evolve in response to the technology tsunami ahead”

“We must learn to be more kind, curious and brave”



Place based curriculum that reflects the uniqueness of our 

context but helps children to look out and participate in their 

community locally and globally. 

“Curriculum is like a mirror 

on a window. Curriculum 

allows children to look out 

to the wider world but first 

they need to see 

themselves in it.” 

(Style, 1988).



The curriculum in our school will be the same as another school. 

The curriculum in our school should reflect the uniqueness of our context. 



What is unique about our school? 





Nursery is about getting children ready for school. 

ELC and Primary 1 is viewed as Early Level and works from the same 

Experiences and Outcomes in the Curriculum – developmental learning 

approaches, exploratory play, focused interactions/teaching. 



Falkirk Learning for Sustainability 

Interdisciplinary Learning themesAcademies

Play based learning 

Link with Bailliefields Community Hub

Pupil Leadership forums

Pedagoo Fridays 

Friends of Quarry Park

School Community Projects

Focus days and weeks

Assembly programme

Involvement of new partnerships to 

support application of knowledge & 

skills

Discrete learning



There is a P1 curriculum, a P2 curriculum etc. 

Children are supported and challenged at levels appropriate. This is supported 

by ongoing formative assessment and progression pathways. 



What happens in a stage one year will happen the next. 

Opportunities for partnerships, prior learning, children’s voice and interests can 

open up new learning themes, particularly in Interdisciplinary Learning. 



Children are taught as whole classes. All children get the same work. 

Focused teaching model, differentiation through support/challenge. Open 

ended learning tasks all support a more bespoke approach to curriculum. 



Aligned to CfE Current Assessment at Senior Phase 

Joined up 

approaches to 

curriculum, L&T 

and assessment

Primary 1 to S3 (BGE) School is about getting children ready for passing exams. 

Educational Reform is working to align senior phase more closely with the aims and purposes 

of Scotland’s Curriculum 





Planning for progression in children and young people’s learning is in place for the four contexts and shows 

how knowledge, understanding and skills are built over time.  HGIOS4 QI 2.2

Cluster Curriculum 

Refresh Groups

Learners’ journey from 3-18



Spatial Awareness

Quantity

Co-operation

Listening

Communication

Memory

Friendships

Social Interactions

Measure

Shape

Pattern



Independence

Healthy Habits 

Number 

Memory

Routines

Learning for 
Sustainability 

Amount
Larder Approach


