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65% of primary school 
children will end up 

working in jobs that don’t 
exist today
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When I am a toddler… When I am a young child… 

• Provide richly illustrated books with representations of number, shape  and pattern 
to support conversations with me around these concepts. 

• Sing and recite counting songs and rhymes with me, linking to visual representations 
using rhyme and rhythm.

• Encourage me to notice and use numbers as I explore my environment.

• Encourage me to have fun and play with numbers; investigating and experimenting 
with quantity, through comparing and contrasting a variety of objects using 
mathematical language such as less than, more than, same as.

• Continue to give time and space for me to explore toys and materials from different 
angles.

• Encourage me to move around freely to investigate my surroundings in terms  of 
position and how my body works.

• Ensure my water and sand play is developing more specific language around 
pouring, measuring, volume, and capacity. 

• Provide a variety of materials for me to explore, discussing with me categorising and 
sorting concepts such as hard, soft, wet and dry. 

• Encourage me to sorting and play with patterns, supporting me to identify the 
characteristics of different objects.

• Encourage me to identify and explore shape within natural contexts and 
environments.

• Enable daily outdoor play which encourages me to explore natural materials through 
movement and to gain an understanding of textures, weights and sizes of items.

• Continue to provide me with richly illustrated story books with representations of number, 
shape and pattern to support conversations around these concepts.

• Continue to sing and recite counting songs and rhymes linking to visual  representations of 
numbers that involve counting, ordering and recognising number.

• Encourage me to notice how numbers are evident in my environment and to enjoy  using 
and writing numbers for a purpose.

• Continue to encourage me to play with numbers, having fun investigating and  
experimenting with quantity, through comparing and contrasting a variety of objects using 
mathematical language such as less than, more than, same as.

• Support my understanding and use of positional language within everyday  experiences 
and through activities such as role-play, board games, digital technologies and 
programmable toys. 

• Continue to include water and sand play to encourage me to explore, experiment,  test and 
extend ideas developing more specific language and understanding around pouring, 
measuring, volume, and capacity. 

• Provide a variety of materials which encourage my reasoning through experimentation, 
trial and error and prediction based on my developing understanding of mathematical 
concepts. 

• Encourage me to create my own patterns and sets of objects, identifying and talking about 
the characteristics we notice together. 

• Encourage me to identify and explore shape and symmetry, developing an understanding 
of characteristics within natural contexts and environments.

• Enable daily outdoor play which encourages me to explore size and perspective through my 

movements and by seeing familiar objects from a different angle, height or distance.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1q0gLRdt4VM

• Stable order - order of  number names never changes and are repeatable. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EzGw-JxSmA

• One to one - one object to one number name. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvyLUpE6o7A

• Cardinal - last number name tells total number of  the group. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ieRYzlFWWUg

• Order irrelevance- counting order does not affect size of  group. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVv-qjhEUgc

• Abstraction - tangible or intangible. Set of  random items. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WbYPsr9lgc
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