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Aims for tonight

• You will have a clearer understanding of what a writing lesson 
looks like at each level.

• You will see examples of a strong stage appropriate piece of 
work from each class.

• Some of our children will have an opportunity to share their 
learning with you.

• You will receive a hand out sharing some helpful tips and 
advice.



What is writing : so many types in a day!

• Handwriting : this is a very important skill as it influences the 
ability to all of the below 

• Imaginative story writing – different genres

• Writing/ Reading  tasks e.g. spelling, phonics, comprehension 

• Poetry writing

• Report writing

• It may be on paper. It may be on whiteboards. It may be using 
digital technology 



Early level    Nursery and P1

• Some children  working on pre writing skills. 
Mark making and early writing 

• Knowing that  ‘marks making” represents 
communication.

• Linking writing with the spoken word

• Importance of correct letter formation and pencil hold

• Phonics 

• Writes CVC words 

• Beginning to write in sentences 

• Copies over and under writing 

• Initial writing is all about ‘me’ and my environment

• Related to topic work, to reading or to 
topical events. 









First level – Primary 2, 3, 4

• Strong focus on technical skills of sentence 
structure (vocabulary, openers, connectives and 
punctuation) and grammatical structures using 
different verb tenses. 

• Increasing independence to form sentences and 
then develop into paragraphs to group ideas.

• Introduce and develop idea of uplevelling a 
sentence. Increasing pupil involvement in 
success criteria – self and peer assessment 

• Beginning to develop an understanding of genre 
(imaginative writing, report writing based on 
experience – e.g. a trip), personal writing) 













Second level – Primary 5, 6, 7

• Continued focus on technical skills of 
sentence structure and grammatical 
structures using different verb tenses. 

• Developing supporting detail to writing using 
connectives and clauses. 

• Building greater awareness of the Author’s 
Craft through use of text to bridge between 
reading and writing.

• Applying genre features to give an author’s 
tone to writing. 

• Writing for purpose – debating, synthesizing 
information, to support talking. 

• Note taking, summarising, paraphrasing  



Author’s Craft 



Increasing awareness of genre 
specific features 



Increasing sophistication to vocabulary and grammatical 
structures  









How we assess writing 

• Twice a year – Formal writing assessment 

• Use criteria linked to Big Writing 

• Feedback informs pupils’ next steps 

• Success Criteria for each lesson

• Self and peer assessment 

• Teacher feedback – oral, written 



Big Writing - VCOP 

Vocabulary Connectives

Openers Punctuation 







Uplevelling

He looked in his bag. 

He looked in his enormous bag. 



He looked in his enormous bag before
panicking that he’d lost his ticket. 



Despite being sure it wasn’t there he looked 
in his enormous bag before panicking that 
he’d lost his ticket. 



Despite being sure it wasn’t there, he looked 
in his enormous bag before panicking that 
he’d lost his ticket.









Read to Write 

• Focus on our School Improvement Plan during 17/18

• Genre based approach to further strengthen pupils’ 
understanding of purpose, use of language, characters, 
settings and events. 

Familiarise pupils with a genre 

Analyse what is special about that genre 

Have a go themselves

Redraft and Review 



















How you can support at home

•You can’t write a story unless you 
can tell a story.

•You can’t tell a story unless you have 
heard a story



Importance of talk to support writing

• Talk! Talk! Talk! – ask children to describe anything and everything. 

• Write! Write! Write! – encourage them to write letters, a diary, email 
friends and family, send postcards, make lists, play vocabulary 
games, write stories and illustrate them. 

• Take the opportunity to comment on interesting use of VCOP when 
reading with your child. 

• Use a dictionary or a thesaurus to find interesting words to use. 



Importance of talk to support writing

• Encourage children to think about how to improve work 
completed at home through use of VCOP. 

• Be prepared to explain new words to your child and give 
examples of how to use them. 

• Take it in turns to tell a story. One person starts it, the other 
says what happens next etc.

• Look at a picture or photo and describe it; use it to tell a story or 
develop ambitious vocabulary. 



Examples and Activities to try out tonight 

• Station 1 – Writing genres, progression and assessment 

• Station 2 – VCOP activities

• Station 3 – Primary 1 and 2 resources to support writing 
development

• Station 4 – How pupils plan for writing / Non Fiction writing 

• Station 5 – Read to Write – Fairy Tales genre

• Station 6 – Read to Write – Science Fiction/Hero’s Journey 

• Station 7 – Handwriting resources 

(Station 7 returns to station 1 until you’ve visited every group) 


