
Wallacestone Primary School 

Homework Policy 

 

Our aim is to make homework: 

 An integral part of the curriculum 

 An aid to reinforce learning 

 An opportunity to involve parents in their children’s learning 

 A means of engaging children as active learners 

 

Homework reflects the importance of encouraging children to become independent learners, 

no matter where they are. The targets set each week directly reflect the work undertaken in 

class at that time; ensuring parents are able to become more involved in their children’s 

learning. At least once a term, children will be encouraged to set their own learning target in 

an area they are less confident in. 

 

What kind of tasks will be set? 

Tasks will be generally open-ended to allow children to complete them in a way that would 

be meaningful to them. There are many different ways to demonstrate understanding. Pupils 

may draw a picture, write sentences/a letter/a story/a poem/a list, make a model, use toys or 

collect household objects, take photographs, research using books or the internet etc, etc. 

 

The size and style of homework jotters will vary from class to class as appropriate. Each 

week children will use a double page with their task grid in the centre. The tasks are 

completed around this task grid. 

 

When will homework be sent home? 

Homework is given a high profile in school and will be sent home on either a 

Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday. The class teacher will choose the most suitable day for their 

class. Tasks/activities will be identified for the week. This should enable it to be managed 

around a busy family life. 

 

How long should pupils be spending on Homework? 

Teachers should set homework tasks equivalent to the following timings. These are 

approximate timings and class teachers should speak with their pupils about this. 

 

Primaries 6 & 7 - 30 minutes per night 

Primaries 4 & 5 - 20 to 25 minutes per night 

Primaries 3 & 4 - 15 to 20 minutes per night. 

Primary 1 & 2 - 10 to 15 minutes per night. 

 

 

 



How is homework assessed? 

Linked to the school policy on teaching and learning, self and peer assessment will be a major 

feature in homework. When homework is returned, a significant amount of time sharing their 

work with peers and class teacher will be planned into the week. This allows class teachers to 

reinforce the learning that has taken place and highlight the range of ways that tasks have 

been tackled, thus extending the understanding of all pupils. Assessment is done at this time. 

Each week the teacher will focus on a group within the class for detailed comment, with each 

pupil receiving a comment at least once a month. 

 

Primary One 

Language is considered to be an extremely important part of learning and in Primary 1, the 

main homework set will be language related and mainly reading/phonic activities. This will 

come home on a daily basis. Later in the session, number activities may be incorporated into 

the homework pattern. This could be oral practice, number puzzles, etc. There may also be a 

task given related to topics being covered in class. 

 

Holidays 

Pupils going on holiday during term time should keep a diary to share with the class on their 

return. Teachers will support pupils in catching up with work missed but 

textbooks/workbooks will not be given to parents to do the teaching when on holiday, as this 

has proven to be confusing for children. Pupils may take their reading book away with them. 

 

Support for learning 

Where a pupil has input from Support for Learning, individual adjustments may be made to 

homework. This will be discussed with pupil/parent/class teacher beforehand. 

 

 


